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Our Deepest Condolence

After the tears have dried and the goodbyes have
been said, all we have to hold on to are the happy

memories that we have of Dr. Simeen Mahmud,

Chairperson, Board of Trustees of Central Women's

University. She passed away on March 19,
2018 at Mount Auburn Hospital, Boston,
Massachusetts, USA, where she was
undergoing treatment and was on life
support. We grieve deeply at her sad
demise and pray that Allah bless her
soul and grant her eternal peace in
Paradise.

Dr.Simeen Mahmud was the wife of
Wahiduddin Mahmud a distinguished
economist and former advisor to the
caretaker government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh. Her father
M.N. Huda was the Chairman, Depart-
ment of Economics, University of Dhaka
and her mother Mrs. Quisum Huda was
the former Vice-Chancellor of Central Wom-
en's University. Her family was actively
involved in the establishment of both Central Wom-
en'’s College and Central Women'’s University.

Dr. Simeen Mahmud studied Statistics at the Univer-
sity of Dhaka and Medical Demography at London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. She joined
Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS)
in 1974 as a Staff Demographer and retired in 2008
as the Director of Research in Population Studies
Division. She was a MacArthur Fellow at the Harvard
Center for Population and Development. Dr. Simeen
Mahmud worked with several national and interna-
tional research organizations, agencies, universities
and donors. She had considerable research man-

agement and policy engagement experience as she
was involved in two long term multi-country research
and policy analysis consortia; she also had extensive
field of research experience in rural and urban areas
of Bangladesh mandated by both individual
and group research projects. Simeen
Mahmud, a researcher and an author of
numerous academic papers, was a
pioneer in gender studies and women
empowerment. She studied extensive-
ly on women's access to NGO mem-
bership, gender dynamics in the labor
market and social norms around
women's work. Her work was not only
of great academic relevance but had
considerable social impact. She was
dedicated to her work and always
wanted to avoid publicity.

Before being Chairperson, Simeen
Mahmud was a member of the Board of
Trustees of Central Women’s University and
worked tirelessly to make this University a

world class one. She also supported several other
educational institutions.

Central Women'’s University observed a memorial for
Ms. Simeen Mahmud, on April 28, 2018 at the
University auditorium. Her family and friends were
invited to share their loving memories, and pray for
her eternal peace. Ms. Simeen Mahmud was a won-
derful person and a gentle soul. She will forever
remain in our hearts.




Dr. Rounaq Jahan is a

political scientist,
academic, author and
feminist leader. She

was the convocation
speaker for the 2nd
CWuU Convocation
held on March 11,
2018. CWU Newsletter
interviewed professor
Jahan to discuss her
life, career and inspi-
rations.

“ You must work
hard to achieve
your dreams. Do
not be too bothered
by what others
think about you.
You should pursue
your own dreams
and passions”
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How are you?
| am fine. Thank you.

You established Women for Women back in 1973, the first organization dedi-
cated to Bangladeshi women and Feminist movement, can you please tell us
the history behind its establishment.

My interest in doing research on women and gender issues was triggered by our
exFerience of national liberation war in 1971. | was doing research and writing on
politics. But during 1971-72 when | was teaching at Harvard University | received
a lot of inquiries from feminist academics when international media started
publishing reports that thousands of Bangladeshi women, who were raped by
Pakistani soldiers in 1971, were being rejected by their own families. | was asked
to give lectures on the status of women in Bangladesh in different US universities.
Since no systematic research findings were available | had to speak on the topic
based on my own personal observations about the role and status of our women.
After returning to Bangladesh in 1972 | decided to encourage women academics
to begin research on women's issues. This is how Women for Women began its
journey. During 1973-75, the group used to meet once a week in my house to
discuss and debate various issues. We decided to publish a book discussing
various issues on women in Bangladesh. We worked as a collective group and our
first book was published in 1975 to celebrate the International Women's Day.

How would you describe Feminism? Is the contemporary feminist move-
ment different from 19737

The c1uestion needs a complex and detailed answer which cannot be done for this
newsletter. All | want to say is that in 1973, the main challenges were to get recog-
nition for women's economic roles and contributions and get investment to
improve women's health and education. There has been some progress in all
these fronts but in some areas little progress has been registered such as violence
against women.

The government has been taking initiatives regarding the betterment of
women’s position in Ban?Iadesh and in most cases there are stories of
success. The major problem remains the same which is lack of women
friendly workplaces. What is your opinion?

Government, grivate sector, NGOs all have a role to play in making women friendly
work places. Government has an important regulatory role to play.

One of your most celebrated books is Pakistan: Failure of Instigation; would
you please tell us what influenced you to write it?

My book, Pakistan: Failure in National Integration which originated as my Ph.D.
thesis at Harvard became very well-known immediately after its ﬂublication by
Columbia University Press in 1972 because it was regarded as the best study
explaining the break-up of Pakistan and emergence of Bangladesh. Even after
four decades the book is still regarded in Bangladesh and abroad as the standard
text book for university students and is widely used.

You have achieved the Ph.D. degree at a very early stage, who was your
major inspiration?

My father always encouraged me to pursue higher education from a top university
in the world. | myself also dreamed from an early age about getting a Ph.D. and
becoming a university professor and an well-known academic.

Please say something for the students of Central Women’s University

As CWU students you must have high aspirations for your career. You must work
hard to achieve your dreams. Do not be too bothered by what others think about
you. You should pursue your own dreams and passions.




CONVOCATION NEWS

The 2nd Convocation of Central Women's University was
held on March 11, 2018 at the auditorium of Krishibid
Institute Bangladesh (KIB). On behalf of his Excellency Mr.
Md. Abdul Hamid, the President of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh and Chancellor of this University, the
Education Minister, Mr. Nurul Islam Nahid, MP presided
over the convocation. Professor Dr. Abdul Mannan, Chair-
man of University Grants Commission (UGC) was present
as a Special Guest.Dr.Rounaq Jahan, distinguished politi-
cal scientist was the convocation speaker. Vice Chancel-
lor, Dr. Perween Hassan delivered the welcome address.
Mr. Kazi Zahedul Hasan, Member of the Board of Trustees
of Central Women'’s University, delivered his speech. The
Registrar, Mrs. Firdaus Ali conveyed vote of thanks.

Dr. Rounaq Jahan in her speech urged the graduates to

move ahead to overcome all social barriers and obstacles.

She reminded them that success is inextricable from
effort.”You should remember the sky is the limit, but you
must strive hard to realize your dream”, she added. Chair-
person of different faculties offered graduates' names to
the Minister to announce them graduates, upon that the
Minister declared all the students as graduates. He also
and handed over gold medals to Vice Chancellor’s Gold
medalists. For their outstanding academic performance, 3
graduates received this prestige. Ms. Tahmina Akter was

selected as the Valedictorian and delivered her speech.

She said,“Every end has a new beginning.”The first session
was followed by a pleasant cultural program. Along with
the artists, students of the University delightfully partici-
pated in the program.

Procession for the convocation began with the National
Anthem. The students wearing their gowns, hoods and
mortar boards, took their assigned seats in the auditorium.
The Education Minister conferred degrees upon 347 gradu-
ates of three different faculties. He expressed his satisfac-
tion with the standard of modern technology based educa-
tion that CWU imparts. He stressed on the progress of
women'’s development while emphasizing the need for
women to become more qualified and skilled in tackling all
kinds of obstacles. Professor Md. Abdul Mannan, Chairman
of University Grants Commission (UGC) thanked CWU for
giving higher education to the underprivileged women.
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ALUMNI IN FOCUS

CWU: A GLIMPSE OF LIGHT

The name which rejoices me the most is Central Women'’s
University. Itis a place where | have spent the best four years
of my life and obtained Bachelor of Business Administration
degree from the Department of Business Administration. My §
Major was in finance. Getting Admission in CWU was both §
logical and emotional choice. After my HSC exam, | was quite g
confused about finding a better university to start my higher
education.Then | came across CWU with the motto, “power
to women’It touched my heart. At that very moment | knew
I was going to be admitted in this university. | always had the
goal in my mind to become a bold and successful woman
and | know that it was a continuous process. After getting
in this University, | realized that | took the right decision. The faculty members are qualified, committed and passionate in
providing the best education for us. Apart from my academic studies | participated in extra-curricullar activities and
learned a lot. There are Language Club, Sports Club, Debating Club, and Cultural Club which are active and vibrant.| am
currently studying at Jaghannath University, doing my MBA. | stood 25th in the admission test and until now | am the top
scorer in my section. It would not have been possible for me if | had not been a student of this University.| firmly believe
this University is playing a significant role in women’s development. | wish Central Women'’s University a great success.

- The writer, Tahmina Akter is the Vice Chancellor’s Gold Medalist and Valedictorian

CWU: MY SECOND HOME

Central Women's University is not just a name for me, it's far beyond. | strongly believe that, with the growth of institutions
like mine, women will pursue their individual dreams and those of their families. They can participate more effectively and
constructively in every sphere of their lies and gradually but certainly will lead the way for a better world. The tools of the
21st century - connectivity, access to knowledge, communication - are tools that can be used to build a developed nation
and for me the door to those tools was opened the day when | entered through the door of Central Women’s University.

My first step in the university was like entering into a new world which was total-
i ly unknown to me. CWU was not my initial choice but my parents insisted and

seemed quite assured about the quality of education. Now | know the decision
was right indeed. Academic knowledge is the salient feature of any university
and ours was no exception. Apart from my, academic knowledge | developed
my social, political, psychological and philosophical intellect.| learned about the
idea of empowering women, | got to know that women can go far beyond the
four walls of a house, they can contribute valuably towards society, the nation,
the world and of course can upbring a enlightened future generation. | believe
we were silently trained for being independent as we were left to our devices,
unlike school. We felt the importance of socializing and in CWU | made some
good friends who are still close to my heart and will remain there forever.

-The writer, Simi Ahmed is a CWU Alumnus




STUDENT’S CORNER

MY EMPOWERMENT STORY

| always wanted to be independent. A year back | was visit-
ing a mall and suddenly a shop of beads and accessories for
making jewelleries came to my sight. Making jewelleries with
beads was my childhood hobby, and | thought | could use
this hobby at least as an initiative to an entrepre-
SN neurship.l gradually started building up
my business and many of my mates
from the university liked my products
always and wanted to buy them. My
8 customers gave me new ideas of
making jewelleries and | tried my
| best to make them as they desired.
Now | sell bracelets, anklets, various
kinds of rings, neck pieces, hijab
¥ bands and pins, key rings, ear rings,
bangles and sometimes handmade
woolen showpieces. | opened up a group
named Sparkles (fun with beads) at Face-
book where | post pictures of my products. | feel so over-
whelmed when my teachers buy from me and appreciate my
work. Besides my regular studies, my tuitions, | have to
spend time to make jewellries almost everyday. Its so chal-
lenging for me to fulfill all of my duties but | am loving this
challenges as it is helping me to bear most of my expenses.
| believe | am not empowered yet, but | have put the initial
steps in the stairs. | have plans to flourish my initiative into a
business later but only after getting my desired job of teach-
ing. | believe every human being is born with talent that
could encourage them to be empowered.

This was my empowerment story.

Jannatul Bushra Hassan
I.D. 2015-1-14-001

A PROUD VOLUNTEER

The day when | was selected as the volunteer of the
2nd convocation | did not contemplate that a convo-
cation is such a big event and the role of even a
single volunteer is crucial. On the rehearsal day, | felt
that the success of the event largely depended on us
the volunteers. The day of convocation was a big day
not only for the graduates but also for all of us. | stood
in front of the main gate of the convocation hall to
welcome the guests. | witnessed the entire event and
even now | have goosebumps when | remember the
Chief Guest saying: “ You are now graduates”. | along
with 53 other volunteers worked for the success of
the event. We were thrilled when everyone appreciat-
ed. | felt so confident being an active part of such a
successful event.

Afsha Noor
LD. 2016-1-18-004

STAR STUDENTS OF FALL 2017

The students who achieved GPA 4.00 in Fall 2017
from different departments are: Jannat Ara Ferdushi,
Jannatul Bushra Hassan, Sams Syrin Jeetu, Tasfia
Tanjim, Redwana Damal, Khadiza Akter Liza, Basha-
sha Arwa Faruque Sanjana, Nazifa Bashir, Kamrun
Nahar, Nusaiba Sultana, Muna Noshin Anjum, Eva
Chowdhury, Jihan Sarker, Tabassum Akhtar, Tafrin
Ara Begum, Shammi Akter Priyanka, Arpita Shaha
Mou, Maliha Hossain, Manisha Sarker, Sithee Mitra,
Arpita Das Rupa and Mahfuza Manjuma.




EDITORIAL

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

Empowering women being the foremost motto of the
university, the infrastructure and the educational methodol-
ogy have been developed in a way that play a significant role
in nurturing women who can make a valuable contribution
to the nation. Being the only private university exclusively for
women in the Southern part of Dhaka, the students who
come here are mainly from families who are mostly
possessed with conventional thoughts and conscience.
Convincing them to be professional or even to complete
their study till the last end is not easy for those who are
concerned. This newsletter is a small initiative to keep them
enlivened as it informs what is happening in and outside the
campus.

This is our misfortune that we had to append an obituary of
Ms. Simeen Mahmud , Chairperson, Board of Trustees. Her
untimely death left us afflicted with sorrow.

One of the most exciting news in this Newsletter of Spring
2018 is that Central Women's University celebrated it's 2nd
convocation on 11th March, 2018. Heartiest congratulations
to all the graduates. In an exclusive interview, the convoca-
tion Speaker, Dr. Rounaq Jahan shared her vision of women
empowerment. Central Women's University celebrated Inde-
pendence Day, International Mother Language Day, Pohela
Boishakh with utmost grace.Readers will be relished to know
that the university promotes diverse teaching method
including workshops, contests, competitions etc. along with
a basic lecture to ensure practical experience.

The newsletter greets photographs, features and stories from
the university students. The best writing will be printed after
selection. At last, but not least, thanks to those who have
contributed as these contribution are essential to the news-
letter’s success. Special thanks to Mr. Azizul Hakim (IT) for his
constant support.The readers can send views and comments
via emails to newsletterofcwu@gmail.com.
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FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS

1.Professor Maleka Begum, Chairperson along with Naznin
Sultana, Lecturer, Department of Sociology participated in a
workshop on Gender Equality Diagnostic Report on 30 January,
2018. She participated in a discussion titled “4f =13z wag : *TF
o1 fa9r® 2 “ She also participated as a discussant at the ”
Language Seminar” arranged by Bangla Academy. She also
delivered a lecture titled “Women'’s Movement of Bangladesh”at
the Department of Women and Gender Studies of University of
Dhaka as a guest lecturer on 21st March, 2018. On an arrange-
ment of Department of World Religion and Culture, University of
Dhaka on April 5, 2018 she delivered a lecture on “History of
Women's Movement of Bengal” Dr. Maleka Begum was a guest
speaker at a Seminar organized by Rokeya Hall Aumni Associa-
tion on an occasion of International Women'’s Day on 8th March,
2018.

2. Abdus Selim, Associate Professor and Chairperson, Depart-
ment of English Language and Literature presented three
papers during Spring 2018. he presented one of his papers titled
“atet AfZre@ W@ in the International Bangla Literary Fest.
He also his paper titled,” 3t At Rt sram w2 " in the Inter-
national Literary Fest organiized by Bangla Academy.In South
Asian Language and Llterature Conference, he presented his

o

paper titled,“Translation: South Asian Languages and Literature”

3. Asif-Un-Nahar from the Department of Business Administra-
tion was promoted from Senior Lecturer to Assistant Professor
on February 01, 2018. She was also enrolled for PhD at Bangla-
desh University of Professionals (BUP) from January, 2018.

4. Mehdina Kabir Tamanna, Lecturer , Department of Business
Administration participated in a day-long Accounting Educator’s
Conference titled “Recent developments in the field of Manage-
ment Accounting and Corporate Reporting” organized by
Institute of Cost and Management Accountants of Bangladesh
(ICMAB)

5. Mr. Farhan Haq, Lecturer, Department of Law published his
writing on “Sexual Harassment of Female Children: Legal Protec-
tions, Boundaries and Key Factors” at BILD (Bangladesh Institute
of Legal Development) Law Magazine(Volume 1 Issue 1, March
2018).

6. Naznin Sultana, Lecturer, Department of Sociology along with
Ms. Sharmin Sultana, Library Circulation Officer received 23
Volume of Journal of Bengal Art and 13 research books on behalf
of Central Women'’s University from National Library, Dhaka,
Bangladesh.
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